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in 1899, 3,244; in 1900, owing to a failure of the crops, the number
rose to 6,307; but since then it has fallen to 2,750 in 1901, and to
1,799 in 1902. The recent diminution is due in part to the very much
closer supervision over the operations of the recruiters provided by
recent legislation.

There is also a large but unrecorded exodus to the tea gardens of
Darjeeling and the Duars, which are worked with free labour, and to
the coal-mines of Manbhum and Burdwan; during the winter months
many visit the Districts of Bengal proper to seek employment on earth-
work and in harvesting the crops. The total number of emigrants at
the time of the Census of 1901 was no less than 275,000, of whom
92,000 were in Assam and 80,000 in Jalpaiguri District. Hindi is
spoken by 42^ per cent, of the population. The dialect most m vogue
is a variety of Bhojpur! known as Nagpuria, which has borrowed some
of its grammatical forms from the adjoining Chhattisgarh! dialect.
Languages of the Munda family are spoken by 30 per cent, of the
population, the most common being Mundarl, which is the speech of
299,000 persons, and Khana, which is spoken by 50,000. Kurukh or
Oraon, a Dravidian language, was returned at the Census as the parent
tongue of rather moie than a quarter of the population ; but as a matter
of fact many of the Oraons have abandoned their tribal language in
favour of a debased form of Hindi. Hindus number 474,540 persons
(or 40 per cent, of the total); Animists, 546,415 (46 per cent.); Musal-
mans, 41,972 (3-^ per cent.); and Christians, 124,958 (10^ per cent.).
Animism is the religion, if such it can be called, of the aboriginal
tribes ; but many such persons now claim to be Hindus, and the native
Christians of Ranch! District have come almost entirely from their
lanks.

Of aboriginal tribes, the most numerous are the ORAONS (279,000),
MUNDAS (236,000), and Kharias (41,000). The Oraons are found
chiefly along the north and west, the Mundas in the east, and the
Kharias in the south-west of the District. Among the Hindu castes,
Kurmls (49,000) and Ahirs (Goalas) and Lohars (each 37,000) are
most largely represented; the last named probably include a large
number of aboriginal blacksmiths. Agriculture supports 79 per cent,
of the population, industries n per cent., commerce 0-6 per cent, and
the professions 1-2 per cent.

Christians are more numerous than in any other Bengal District, and
in fact number five-elevenths of the whole Christian population of
Bengal and Eastern Bengal. Missionary effort commenced shortly
before the middle of the nineteenth century, the converts consisting
almost entirely of Oraons (61,000), Mundas (52,000), and Kharias
"(10,000), The German Evangelical Lutheran Mission was established
in Ranch! in 1845, and was originally known as Gossner's Mission,
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